


RITES OF PASSAGE

Definition:

Rites of passage mark significant
transitions in an individual’s life, such as
moving from childhood to adulthood.

Role of Masks:

Symbolic Transformation: Masks
represent the transformation and new
identity of the individual undergoing

the rite of passage. They often embody
ancestral spirits or deities that guide and
protect the initiates.

Cultural Identity: The use of masks during
these ceremonies reinforces the individual’s
connection to their cultural heritage and
community values.

Example:

N’Tomo Masks: Used in the initiation
ceremonies of the Bamana people, these
masks signify the transition from childhood
to adulthood.

INITIATION CEREMONIES

Definition:

Initiation ceremonies are conducted to
induct individuals into secret societies or
adult roles within the community.

Role of Masks:

Secrecy and Mysticism: Masks create an
aura of mystery and sacredness, essential
for the initiation process. They often
conceal the identity of the initiators and
symbolize the hidden knowledge imparted
during the ceremony.

Spiritual Protection: Masks are believed
to offer spiritual protection to the initiates,
warding off malevolent forces.

Example:

Komo Masks: Used by the Komo society,
these masks are crucial in imparting
esoteric knowledge and ensuring the
spiritual well-being of the initiates.






PRESERVING CULTURAL HERJTAGE THROUGH MASKS

Les Ballets Africains integrate traditional masks into their performances to celebrate and
preserve Guineds rich cultural heritage. By doing so, the company:

Cultural Preservation:
Ensures that the knowledge and
significance of traditional masks are
passed down to future generations.

Education and Awareness:
Educates global audiences about the
cultural and spiritual importance of masks
in Guinean society.

Artistic Expression:

Uses masks to enhance the visual and
symbolic impact of their performances,
providing a deeper cultural context.

Revitalizes Tradition:
Brings traditional practices into
contemporary settings, ensuring their
relevance and continued practice.

Global Recognition:
Promotes a greater understanding and
appreciation of Guinean cultural heritage
on the international stage.

Community Engagement:

Engages with local communities to
preserve traditional craftsmanship and
cultural practices associated with mask-
making.



CONCLUSION

Masks play an integral role in Guinean society, deeply embedded in various ritual ceremonies
that mark significant life events and communal celebrations. Les Ballets Africains’ dedication
to incorporating these traditional masks in their performances is a testament to their
commitment to cultural preservation. Through their artistry, they ensure that the rich heritage
of Guined’s masks continues to be celebrated and cherished by future generations.
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OBJECTIVES

Cultural Enrichment: To immerse students
in the vibrant cultural traditions of Guinea
through authentic dance and music.

Educational Engagement: To enhance
students’ knowledge and appreciation of
global cultures, history, and the performing
arts.

Artistic Inspiration: To inspire creativity

and a passion for the arts among students
byshowcasing world-class performances and
workshops.

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Interactive Performances

Our performances are designed to engage
and inspire students with high-energy
displays of traditional Guinean dance and
music. Each performance includes:

Traditional Dance: Showcasing diverse
dance styles from various regions of Guinea.

Live Music: Featuring traditional instruments
such as the kora, drums, flute, and balafon.

Cultural Narratives: Storytelling that
highlights the historical and cultural
significance of each performance piece.

TARGET AUDIENCE

Our program is designed for:
Elementary Schools

Middle Schools

High Schools

Colleges and Universities

Educational Workshops

We offer hands-on workshops that allow
students to learn directly from our master
artists. Workshops include:

Dance Workshops: Teaching basic steps and
movements of traditional Guinean dance.

MusicWorkshops: Introduction to traditional
instruments, rhythms, and songs.

Cultural Discussions: Interactive sessions
where students can learn about Guinean
history, culture, and traditions.
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LECTURE DEMONSTRATIONS

Our lecture demonstrations combine performance with education, providing students
with anin- depth understanding of our art forms. These sessions include:

Historical Context:

Exploring the historical background of
Guinean dance and music.

Artistic Techniques:

Demonstrations of the techniques and
skills involved in traditional performance.

Q&A Sessions:

Opportunities for students to engage
directly with our artists and ask questions.

Masterclasses

For advanced students and performing
arts programs, we offer masterclasses that
provide intensive training in dance and
music.

Masterclasses include:

Advanced Dance Techniques: In-depth
training in traditional and contemporary

Guinean dance.

Instrument Mastery: Advanced instruction
on playing traditional Guinean instruments.

Performance Preparation: Guidance
on preparing for professional-level
performances.
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